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Picture of the Edward Pugh home in Kanab, Utah taken about 1900: L to R, Edward Pugh,
Elizabeth Kelly Pugh holding granddaughter Emily Ruby Brown, Eliza Ann “Lyde” Pugh
Little holding Eliza Ann Little with Edward Fay Little standing next to her, on steps Pearl
Edna Pugh and Nellie Baird Pugh (bottom)



In 1870 Edward Pugh with his wife, Elizabeth Kelly Pugh, and two small children,
left their beautiful home in Mill Creek in the Salt Lake Valley and made the long
trip south to help settle Kanab, Utah. When they arrived in Kanab, they made
their home at Fort Kanab along with several other families.

In December of 1870, Fort Kanab burned. Marjory Stewart wife of Levi Stewart
and five of his sons lost their lives in the fire. After the fire the people who were
living at the fort drew lots to acquire the city lots which were situated outside of
the fort. These city lots were distributed to the families for the purpose of
establishing homes. It was recorded on May 16, 1873 that Edward Pugh was the
lawful claimant of lots three and four of block eight in the Kanab town site. This
land was the north half of the city block located from 100 to 200 West 100 South.
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welcomed eight more children born to them while living there. As the family
grew they were in need of a larger house.

A large, beautiful home located at 17 West 100 South in Kanab became available.
It was constructed by John Rider with the help of his son Francis James Rider.
They were excellent builders and craftsmen. They also constructed, at the same
time and just across the street, a home at 100 South Main Street which is now (in
2019) a museum called the “Heritage House”. Construction on these two homes



was completed in 1894. John Rider intended to keep the home at 17 West 100
South as his family home. However, in about 1895 he decided he wanted to
move to Salt Lake City to get more education and possibly become a lawyer.

Edward and Elizabeth Pugh had become established in Kanab but still owned their
home and other property in Mill Creek in the Salt Lake Valley. Since the John
Rider family was interested in moving to Salt Lake City, it was decided they would
trade the home in Kanab for some of the Pugh property in Mill Creek. They
accomplished this trade. On October 26, 1895, Edward Pugh purchased the
quarter block tract of land that the house sat on from John and Mary M. Rider for
the sum of $3500.

Edward and Elizabeth and family moved into the home at 17 West 100 South in
Kanab and lived there until their deaths. They called it “the big house”.

The Edward Pugh - James Arthur Brown Home in about 1917.
L to R: Norris Pugh Brown (age about two years), Afton Brown (age about four years) and Alice Brown
(age about five years old)
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Their youngest daughter, Pearl Edna Pugh Brown, was married to James Arthur
“Jim” Brown. When Edward Pugh died in 1900, Jim and Pearl moved from a small
house just south of the “Heritage House” into “the big house” to care for
Elizabeth Pugh. They inherited the house in 1917 when Elizabeth Pugh died.

Pearl and Jim lived in the house and raised their family there. Pearl died in 1942
when she was about fifty-six years old. In his later years, Jim had health issues
and needed help on a daily basis. At this time their daughter Vola and her
husband, Melvin Rider, moved into the home to care for Jim. The Riders inherited
the home from the Browns in 1957 after Jim passed away.

After Vola Brown Rider’s death in 1994, the home--now one hundred years old--
was purchased by her daughter, Yvonne Rider Stirland and her husband Kenneth.
They restored the home to its former beauty.

This house built by Yvonne’s great-grandfather, John Rider, was owned by her
great-grandparents, Edward and Elizabeth Kelly Pugh; her grandparents, James
Arthur and Pearl Edna Pugh Brown; and her parents, Vola and Melvin Rider.
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